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Greetings from the President 

Alumni, Friends and Family Members: 

It’s a new school year here at Phi Alpha Kappa Christian Fraternity!  Some of our men are just 
beginning their tenure at the University of Michigan and are looking forward to the next four 
years.  Others, including yours truly, are preparing to leave college and enter “the real world.”  
This will be the last time that you see our names included on the list of active members.  But we 
go with confidence that God will preserve our House and our traditions. 

In recent months the House has seen a flurry of repairs.  Rooms have been refinished, the boiler 
has been overhauled and the roof has been patched.  This summer we had our first Alumni Work 
Day, during which we cleaned carpets and completed some landscaping.  The alumni who were 
present would like to strongly encourage the alumni who weren’t present to consider attending 
next year!  Currently we are working to replace the trophy case and mount the class pictures 
back on the walls in the hallways.  In addition we will attempt to upload the class pictures to the 
house website. 

Membership remains high and we have thirteen young men pledging this semester.  On campus 
we have active relationships with several organizations including the Campus Chapel, Campus 
Crusade for Christ, University Lutheran Chapel and University Christian Outreach.  If you know 
of anyone who is coming to the University of Michigan and might be interested in joining the 
House please do not hesitate to contact myself or our Vice President, Josh Mackey. 

Thank you to all of our alumni for your continued support.   Many people contribute their time 
and/or financial resources each day to the House and I cannot possibly name them all.  However, 
I would like to recognize the following individuals for their outstanding contributions to the 
House: Amy Caldwell – our cook who puts up with us every day, Jim Styf – President of the 
Alumni Board, and Roger Buiten & Bill Vander Roest – current members of Alumni Board, who 
have been instrumental in getting all of the recent House improvements completed. 

Again, thank you all.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  God Bless, Go Blue and Hail to Thee 
Phi Alpha Kappa! 

Yours very sincerely, 

Mike Vander Roest 
pres@phialphakappa.com 

mailto:pres@phialphakappa.com
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Report from the Vice President 

For those who do not know me, my name is Josh Mackey and I am the Vice President this year 
at Phi Alpha Kappa.  This is my second year in the House and first year as Vice President.  
Coming into the position, I was excited about what God was doing with our House and eager to 
meet the people he was going to bring to us.  So far this year we have 10 new pledges and 3 lame 
ducks from the previous semester.  This is far more than I expected, and I am very happy to say 
that Phi Alpha Kappa is really starting to get its name out on campus.  I organized Festifall, 
which turned out to be a great success!  During Festifall student groups set up tables in the Diag 
and pass out information about their organizations.  We were placed in the “religious” section 
and I was very happy to see how many people were interested in Phi Alpha Kappa.  A number of 
people came to talk to me and the other guys about what we stand for.  My goal was to get five 
people interested in the house.  However, we ended up with a list of approximately thirty young 
men!  Two have decided to pledge the fraternity this semester and a few more are on the fence.  
God has really provided us with some amazing guys who love the Lord and I am excited to see 
great things out of our house.  We look forward to growing together spiritually over the year and 
for years to come.  I have much hope for next semester and I believe that we will have even more 
pledges.  All has been great and I am very thankful for the support of our alumni and the Alumni 
Board and for your continued interest in helping out the house. 

 
Josh Mackey 
vp@phialphakappa.com 
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Report from the Sergeant-At-Arms 

The Dutch House is in prime form this year.  
Many things have been repaired or are in the 
process of being repaired.  Alumni Work 
Day this summer was a great success; we 
weeded the garden in the front of the house 
and put down new mulch.   Over the 
summer a number of members returned to 
the House on weekends to work on their 
rooms.  For some a fresh coat of paint was 
all that was needed, others put in new floors, 
painted, and installed new lofts.  One room 
that underwent quite a bit of work was 301, 
the upper triple; it received a wood floor and 
loft structure that includes a new closet and 
drawer system underneath.   In addition 
rooms 208, 302, 303, 304, 305, 307, and 311 
all received some TLC. 
During the summer the Alumni Board had 
the roof repaired and the boiler overhauled.   
Additionally the Board sanctioned the 
purchase of new storm windows, which 
have been ordered and should be at the 
House soon. 
Workday this year was quite successful.  We 
tore down the shelves in the laundry room 
and put up new ones that make the space 
more usable.  In addition to new shelves we 
also built a protective box around the water 
main to keep people from bumping into it on 
their way in and out of the work room. 
If you would like to help with any of the 
projects, mention any other improvements 
you would like to see, or make a donation to 
help complete a project please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
John Prins 
sergeant@phialphakappa.com 
 
 

 
 

 

Report from the Business Manager 

For my second year as business manager the 
House has been blessed with high 
membership, giving us plenty of funds for 
social activities and house repairs.   Our 
house is close to full - 29 gentlemen this 
year - providing approximately $17,400 per 
month in rent revenue.   Though our 
expenses have increased over the past two 
years with a full house, we are budgeted to 
catch up on missed rent payments to the 
Alumni Board by second semester.   In 
addition, the house may have excess money 
that the members can use for entertainment 
and leisure.   As business manager I plan to 
continue to manage the house’s finances, 
challenge house members to be involved in 
our community and in campus events and to 
assist in positioning the organization to be 
both highly regarded and financially sound. 
 
Anthony Abruzzo 
business@phialphakappa.com 

 
Report from the Athletic Chairman 

We certainly have some athletic men here at 
Phi Alpha Kappa!  This year we decided to 
play intramural softball instead of intramural 
soccer.  Despite the outrageous skills of 
John “The Dutch Bambino” Prins and Paul 
“Magnum” Nagel, we fell just short of the 
championship game.  However it is 
currently flag football season and we are 
undefeated.  That championship T-shirt is 
within our sights!  We’re also looking 
forward to playing basketball this winter. 
 
Josh Mackey 
athletic@phialphakappa.com 
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Report from the Steward 

It’s a new year, and the kitchen is running as 
smoothly as ever.  Amy Caldwell is our 
cook and she continues to make delicious 
meals.  During Alumni Day Amy graciously 
came in early on Saturday morning and 
cooked up a tremendous breakfast which 
brightened everyone’s day. 
On work day, the kitchen crew did some 
hardcore cleaning, and we were able to get 
the kitchen looking great.  Hopefully all of 
our hard work will keep the kitchen looking 
good, at least until next work day. 
Trying to keep up with the stomachs of 29 
college guys is difficult (especially with 
those freshmen looking to gain their 
Freshman 15 pounds), but the kitchen at Phi 
Alpha Kappa is up to the challenge.  If ever 
you are in town feel free to stop by for lunch 
at noon or dinner at 6:00 pm. 

Matt Bekken 
steward@phialphakappa.com 
 

Report from the Social Chairman 

The year at Phi Alpha Kappa has gone great 
so far.  We have been keeping busy with a 
packed social schedule.  We have already 
had a tailgate for the Michigan State game, 
and have played Whirlyball.  Our annual 
Halloween Party was a great success.  
Several young men who attended the party 
have become interested in the House and we 
were able to direct several young women to 
a small Christian sorority on campus.  We 
expect the rest of the semester to go 
smoothly as well.  We will be doing the 
traditional events, such as Whirlyball, 
bowling, and going out for pizza at the end 
of the semester.  In addition to these we plan 
on going to a Tigers game, Michigan-
Michigan State hockey game at the Joe, and 

a Michigan Basketball game.  Overall, the 
house is very social this year, and it is 
awesome to see so many fun guys in the 
fraternity. 

Joshua Koetsier 
social@phialphakappa.com 

 
Report from the Pledge Chairmen 
 
So far this year we have 13 pledges.  There 
are 3 lame duck pledges from last year who 
may or may not become members in 
December.  Seven began pledging at the 
beginning of the year, and 3 more just began 
pledging at the October meeting.  In the first 
two months of school they have been doing 
a great job on their pledge duties and have 
shown great pride in their school by 
cleaning and polishing the “M” in the Diag.  
Many have also shown great interest in 
Michigan football and sit in the House 
seating group.  Overall we have a great gang 
of pledges and we look forward to getting to 
know them better over the course of this 
year. 
 
Trevor De Jong and Paul Nagel 
Pledge Chairmen 
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The Pledge Class 
Big Brothers introduce their Little Brothers using nothing but the facts. 

Zach Cammenga by Mike Vander Roest 

Zachary Cammenga is a dashing young Dutchman from 
Zeeland, MI (NOT Holland), but he did attend Holland 
Christian High School (Go Maroons!).   As a lame duck 
pledge he enjoys spending time with his fellow lame duck 
roommates Aaron and Lee.   Zach is a student in the 
College of Engineering, however he is not sure whether he 
wants to study chemical or electrical engineering (though 
he feels he could easily get degrees in both).   Zach has one 
brother and one sister.   He enjoys watching movies, 
winning computer games and playing sports.   He hopes to 
one day be the Business Manager here at Phi Alpha Kappa, 
but this might be difficult because it would leave less time for all those cute girls.      

Aaron Geschiere by John Prins 

Aaron is one of our lame duck pledges, meaning we will vote on his active membership in 
December because he began pledging winter semester of last year.  Being that he pledged last 
year, we all know him pretty well and he has been a great addition to the House.  Aaron 

graduated from Grand Rapids Christian High School 
where he swam competitively and played tennis.  He is 
originally from the northeast side of Grand Rapids.   As 
a junior he is currently pursuing degrees in Economics 
and Program in the Environment.  In his spare time he 
enjoys playing sports with the house and watching 
sports on TV.  Aaron has a good relationship with his 
fellow lame duck pledge brothers Lee and Zach and 
they all share the upper triple, 301.  We are happy that 
he decided to pledge and look forward living with him 
in the future. 

 
Lee Overbeck by Anthony Abruzzo 

Leland Edward Overbeck grew up in Ada, Michigan with his 
twin brother Mitch, younger brother Jake, and younger sister 
Erica.  He graduated from Grand Rapids Christian High School 
where he swam competitively for four years.  As a sophomore 
Lee is studying to become a mechanical engineer and he is 
aspiring to be the Sergeant of Phi Alpha Kappa.  Lee enjoys 
snow and water skiing, hunting, watching South Park, spending 
time with fraternity brothers, building things for the house and 
attending Campus Chapel.      
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Jeff Bergman by Greg Hoogland 

Jeff Bergman, a Calvin College alumnus, joins the house 
this year in his first year of study as a Master of 
Structural Engineering student.  Jeff originates from 
Grand Rapids, Michigan and graduated from Unity 
Christian High School where he was on the swim team.  
He received a BSE from Calvin College last year, and 
hopes to pursue a PhD in structural engineering at the 
University of Michigan.  Besides studying, Jeff enjoys 
hunting, fishing, and reading.  He also enjoys a good 
game of softball which helped Phi Alpha Kappa’s 
intramural team this semester.  As a Calvin alumnus, Jeff                        
is a welcome addition to the house. 

Brian Mejeur by Matt Bekken 

Brian Mejeur is from St.  Joseph, MI and went to St.  Joseph High 
School.  He is a freshman in the College of Engineering, and he 
plans on majoring in Aerospace engineering.  Brian enjoys playing 
sports and participated in soccer, tennis and basketball during high 
school.  In his free time, Brian enjoys hanging out with friends and 
watching TV.  His favorite song is Vienna by Billy Joel, but I think 
he’s more of a fan of MMMBop by Hanson.  Brian looks up to 
Dumbledore from Harry Potter and hopes that one day he can have 
the skills and sweet beard of his hero.  His favorite movie is Gran 
Torino.  Brian is a great addition to the house even if he does like 
MMMBop. 
 
Tim Hausler by Jung-Ho Kim 

Tim Hausler is a balding 18-year-old from Grand Rapids, Michigan.   
He is currently studying pre-law and is planning on majoring in 
Political Science.  Tim loves anything musical and is especially 
passionate about singing in the shower.  To be involved in the musical 
community at Michigan, Tim is currently working at the University 
Musical Society ticket office.  Tim grew up in a Christian home with 
his parents and three brothers.  His father is a pastor in Grand Rapids.   
Tim came to know Christ in 6th grade and is very passionate about 
serving God abroad – he has been on mission trips to several countries 
including Haiti, Slovakia, and Jamaica.  Tim found out about Phi 
Alpha Kappa through a friend who was a former member of the 
House.  He joined the house because it helped to convince his parents 

to let him come to U of M.  More importantly however, he joined the house to grow in faith 
along with other Christian brothers.  His favorite aspect of living in the house so far is the 
fellowship with members, as he is already becoming part of the brotherhood.  Tim hopes to 
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contribute to the house by reaching out to the Christian as well as non-Christian communities on 
campus.  As Tim’s big brother, I’ve gotten to know Tim well.  With his friendly attitude and 
constant smile he makes friend easily.  During our short time together I have learned that Tim 
has a heart that is ready to serve God.  Attending my church a few times, Tim has already 
become a contributing member by joining our Youth Group staff.  Overall, I’m sure that if he 
survives the vicious initiation process and becomes a member of the fraternity he will be a very 
positive force at Phi Alpha Kappa.      

Eric Vis by Josh Mackey 

What is there to say about Eric Vis? After living with him for 
the past few months, it is clear to me that Eric is a soft-
spoken guy with a great sense of humor.  He comes to us 
from Unity Christian High School and, much like the vast 
majority of the house, is a nerd and proud of it.  We all love 
playing video games and Eric sports his Xbox 360 proudly.  
Whether he is playing Halo, Call of Duty, or any other game, 
Eric loves to play with his friends and is very fond of those 
who share his obsession.  In fact, Eric was so determined to 
get his Xbox 360 that he camped out in front of Best Buy 
with his friend to be one of the first people to purchase the 
system.  Eric loves to down-hill ski (which is much cooler than that snowboarding stuff his cousin and 
fellow House resident Trevor De Jong does) and he hits the slopes at least once a year.  When Eric travels 
he does so in style, often flying in a private Steelcase jet because his mom is the aviation coordinator for 
the company.  I’ve suggested to the other members that we shouldn’t admit him unless he can get us our 
own private jet.  Finally, Eric is not only an awesome nerdy guy, but he also loves the Lord and is always 
looking to grow in his spiritual faith.   

Paul Stam by Andy Ludwig 

Paul Stam comes from the beautiful city of Grand Rapids.  He 
has two younger sisters named Natalie and Claire.  His father, 
Breese Stam, lived in the house from 1980-1983.  Paul is a 
freshman majoring in Mechanical Engineering.  Paul went to 
Northview High School.  While there he played tennis and was 
involved in the drum line.   At Michigan Paul attends New Life 
Church.  In addition to going on Sunday mornings Paul attends 
the weekly New Life small group study.  Paul REALLY enjoys 
homework.  It’s his favorite thing in the entire world.  His 
favorite character from Starwars is Obi-Wan Kenobi.  Paul 
wishes he could have a blue light saber and fight against Darth 

Vader someday.  He enjoys many activities around the house such as playing the piano.  He also 
enjoys looking around for leftover food and seeking out members and pledges for video game 
tournaments. 
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Patrick Lind by Ted Zaroff 

Patrick Robert Patrick Lind is a sophomore at U of M, with a major 
in Evolutionary Biology & Ecology (minus Ecology, because he 
doesn’t like it).  He hails from Lewiston, Maine and more recently 
from Canton, Michigan.  He attended Father Gabriel Richard High 
School in Ann Arbor along with me and actives Paul Nagel and Ben 
Carpenter.  He is allergic to chocolate and oranges, but compensates 
by being a certified marksman in riflery.  He also apparently 
invented kayak jousting(?!).  Patrick and I share a great love for cats, 
and each of us owns at least one fat, fluffy, happy cat.  He and I 
were also in the same class for 3rd grade, but neither of us 
remembers the other.  Oh well.  Either way, Patrick is a swell fellow and is most welcome at Phi Alpha 
Kappa. 

Jeff DeNooyer by Ben Carpenter 

One of our new pledges this year is Jeffrey Todd DeNooyer.  Jeff 
is a native of Kalamazoo, where, when at home, he attends Third 
Christian Reformed Church.  He also attended Kalamazoo 
Christian High School, where he spent the middle part of his teen 
years.  And currently at the top of his list of attendances (the top 
in resume anyway) is the University of Michigan’s College of 
Literature, Science, and the Arts, where he has just begun his 
hopeful journey toward a Business, Political Science, or 
Economics degree (or maybe all three).  Among his 
extracurricular activities is his membership in the College 
Republicans group on campus.  And lest he forget his roots, his 

father, Todd DeNooyer, is an alumnus of both the University of Michigan and Phi Alpha Kappa.  
Three cheers for Jeff! 

Josh Vandeguchte by Joel Ondersma 

Josh hails from Grand Rapids where he attended Grand Rapids 
Christian High School and went to Alger Park Christian Reformed 
Church.  In his spare time, Josh enjoys watching sports, playing disc 
golf, or working on cars.  Josh is currently a freshman at the 
University of Michigan and considering the pre-law program, but is 
currently undecided.  He is one of five out-of-house pledges at Phi 
Alpha Kappa this year and is looking forward to meeting all the guys 
in the fraternity. 

Nate Lundell by Andrew Howe 

Nate Lundell is from the southeast side of Grand Rapids, and is one of 
our five out-of-house pledges this year.  Nate is a freshman in the 
College of Engineering, adding to our large population of engineers.  
He has been very involved in church throughout his life, taking part in 
service projects and mission trips, and is looking forward to joining a 
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strong church family here at Michigan.  Nate loves soccer (his favorite player is Cristiano 
Ronaldo) and we hope that he will be able to help our intramural team capture the championship.   
Nate is a great new addition to the PAK family and we look forward to spending more time with 
him. 

Mitch Overbeck by Steve Cooper 

Mitchell Overbeck grew up in Ada, Michigan.  He is a new pledge this 
semester and identical twin to one of our lame duck pledges, Lee 
Overbeck.  Mitch is a sophomore majoring in Electrical Engineering.  
Even though he is an out-of-house pledge we get to see him often 
because he lives just across the street in apartment 1D of 1015 East 
Ann.  He enjoys hunting — even when he doesn't bag anything — and 
snowboarding.  Mitch has already proven himself to be an invaluable 
asset to the fraternity through his involvement in summer house 
improvement projects, and we look forward to putting his skills to use 
in the future. 

 

Meet the Actives 
And now…the rest of the story. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ted Zaroff, Sophomore, 
Engineering 

Steve Cooper, Sen ior, 
Biomedical Engineering 

Joel Onders ma, Secretary, 
Junior,  

Materials Science and 
Engineering 

Mike Vander Roest, 
Senior, President,  

Business & Economics 

Andy Ludwig, Sophomore, 
Pre-Dental 

Ben Carpenter, Senior, 
Computer Science 
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Andrew Howe, Sophomore, 
Brain Behavior & Cognitive 

Science 

John Prins, Sergeant, Sen ior, 
Mechanical Engineering  

Jung-Ho Kim, Senior,  
Neuroscience 

Greg Hoogland, Graduate 
Student, Architecture &  

Urban Planning 

Matt Bekken, Steward, 
Sophomore,  

Aerospace Engineering  

Josh Koetsier, Social Chairman, 
Junior, Naval Arch itecture  

& Marine Engineering  

 

 

 

 

Paul Nagel, Pledge 
Chairman, Chaplain, 

Sophomore, Industrial 
Operations Engineering 

Anthony Abruzzo, Business 
Manager, Senior, Business 

Josh Mackey, Vice 
President & Athletic 

Chairman, Sophomore, 
Microbiology 

Trevor De Jong, Pledge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman, Jun ior,  
Biology 


